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Elsdon and the Todholes
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Alder

An easy walk with panoramic views over the surrounding moors
Route:

Toilets: Elsdon Village Hall (seasonal)

Grade: Easy, with stiles

Local Services: Rothbury

Distance: 2.5 miles / 4 km
Time: 1 hour 30 minutes

National Park Information Point:
Elsdon - The Old School House Cafe

Map: OS OL42 Explorer 1:25000
Kielder Water & Forest

Parking: Car park at north end of Elsdon,
by the bridge over Elsdon Burn

Start OS Grid Ref: NY 937 933

Terrain: Roads and footpaths, with some
inclines, stiles

Approx Sat Nav Postcode: NE19 1AB

A From the car park take the minor
dead end road that goes through the metal
farm gate, signed ‘Hudspeth / Landshot /
Whiskershiel / Eastnook’. Follow the road
uphill, and cross over a cattle grid.

E Cross over the ladder stile and turn
right onto the farm track, passing West
Todholes Farm on your right. Carry on
uphill, along the farm road until you
reach the main road.

B At the junction take the right fork
signed ‘Landshot / Whiskershiel /Eastnook’.
Follow the road past Landshot Farm and
shepherd’s cottage on your left. Continue
following the road down the hill and over
a cattle grid.

F At the main road turn right, and take
the footpath signed ‘Elsdon’. Cross over
the fence step stile and head diagonally
left, across the field to the fence. Follow
the fence downhill to the next step stile.
Cross over the stile and carry on down
to the bottom of this field. During the
summer months take care through this
field as it is an important hay field.
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C Just before the next cattle grid turn
right and follow the footpath signed ‘East
Todholes’. Go over the sleeper bridge and
through the wicket gate. Head over to
the stone wall on your left. Keeping the
wall on your left follow it up the field to
a ladder stile by the corner of the wall.
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D Cross the ladder stile and head
diagonally over the field towards the
right hand side of the big farm shed.
On reaching the telegraph pole in front
of East Todholes Farm turn right, keeping
the stone wall on your left, follow the
wall around to a gate and ladder stile
over a wall.

E

G Cross the step stile, and follow the
track over the sleeper bridge.Turn left
following the footpath over a small bridge.
Keeping the burn on your left follow it
up to the first of two footbridges in front
of the houses.
H Cross the footbridge and turn right,
go over the stile by the metal gate.
Continue straight on along the track
and then the road between the houses,
to emerge at the village green by the
stone pinfold. A pinfold is an 18th century
stone enclosure for stray cattle or sheep.
Turn right and follow the road back to
the car park.

F

Barn Owl
Please use an OS map on this walk
Elsdon

Landshot Hill and Farm

Hay Meadow with Buttercup and Clover
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The Old School House
Cafe & National Park
Information Point
The former school house
in Elsdon is home to the
Old School House Cafe &
National Park Information
Point, which provides
welcome refreshments
to visitors, who can enjoy
the wonderful views
across the village and
surrounding countryside.

Elsdon

Getting there
Heading south on the A68 from
Carter Bar: Leave the A68 onto the
A696, signed ‘Newcastle’. Just past
Otterburn, turn left onto the B6341
signed ‘Rothbury / Elsdon’.
* The car park is through Elsdon, on
the right by the small bridge over the
burn, on the road to Rothbury.
Heading north on the A696 from
Newcastle: Turn left onto the B6341
just before Otterburn, signed ‘Elsdon’. *
From Rothbury: Follow the B6341 west
through Thropton, and on into Elsdon.
The car park is on the left as you drive
into the village, and just before crossing
the small bridge over the burn.
St Cuthbert’s Church, Elsdon

Information
Point

Winter’s Gibbet

Local facilities
Elsdon is the historic capital of Redesdale,
and the most complete example of a
medieval settlement in the National Park.
It has all the traditional features of a
village: an ancient 12th century parish
church, a massive earthwork castle
dominating the north end, a 14th century
tower house (now a private residence)
and has the houses laid out on either
side of a village green. Food and accommodation are available in the village. The
Bird in Bush Inn serves a range of ales
and food whilst The Coach House Tea
Room and Gift Shop offers a range of
traditional refreshments as well as an
events programme that includes local
guided walks.
Elsdon Tower

Points of interest

Wood Cranesbill

The pattern of medieval rig and furrow
cultivation is visible on the hillside around
Landshot near to point B on the walk.The
fields, called landshots, were not enclosed
by hedges, walls or fences but each was
separated from the next by a strip of
unploughed land known as a headland.
The fact that cultivation was taking place
so far up the hill suggests that the climate
in medieval times must have been more
favourable than it is now.
Todholes, like all the other farmsteads in
this valley, is mentioned in 16th century
documents. ‘Tod’, meaning fox, is probably
an Anglo-Saxon word and its frequent
use in place names is evidence that foxes
were as widespread then as they are now.
Winter’s Gibbet stands in an eerie, windswept spot, to the south east of Elsdon. In
1791 William Winter murdered Margaret
Crozier at The Raw, a few miles north of
Elsdon. He was caught, tried and hanged
in Newcastle with his two accomplices.
His body was then brought to Elsdon, a
gibbet was erected, and his body was
hung up until it rotted. A carved effigy of
Winter’s head can today be seen hanging
on the gibbet, although the head tends
to disappear and has to be replaced
from time to time!
Curlew chick

Curlew

Yellow Rattle

Wildlife to look out for
Flower-rich hay meadows provide a blaze
of colour in high summer and are a haven
for wildlife. Upland hay meadows are
internationally rare and Northumberland
National Park has some of the best in
Europe. Species such as wood cranesbill
and yellow rattle can be found in these
hay meadows.
The moors around Elsdon are a good
place to see and hear the curlew, which
is Britain’s largest wading bird and is
used as the logo for Northumberland
National Park. Unfortunately the curlew
is now a rarer sight than it was previously.
They return in spring to breed, with the
majority being found on the edge of the
inbye and moorland. Control of predators,
such as crows and foxes is important to
protect their nests which are made on
the ground. Please be careful where you
put your feet too!
The hedges and rough grassland in this
area are also an ideal habitat for barn owls.
Since the 1950’s the barn owl population
has suffered from the loss of natural sites.
For the last few years the National Park
Authority has been working with farmers
and landowners in this area to stop this
decline by installing nest boxes.
Fox

